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23 Mar 10


MEMORANDUM FOR  ARNOLD AIR SOCIETY

FROM:  AAS NATIONAL DS

SUBJECT:  Professional Development Ideas

1.  This memorandum will go over the best Professional Development during the 2009-2010 national staff term. 

Event: POW Museum Visit                                        		

Overview: Our Squadron carpooled to Andersonville POW museum.  We took a tour of the grounds, focusing on the cemetery, which was quite expansive.  It was a great reminder of what why we joined Arnold Air.  Seeing the displays the museum had set up gave us a feel for what Prisoners of War suffered through.  Finally, seeing the grounds where thousands of people died gave a truly haunting feeling that I am not going to forget anytime soon.

Event: POW/MIA Vigil

Overview: This is a tri-service annual 24 hour POW/MIA vigil.  This vigil held in front of Penn State’s Old Main Lawn is an amazing opportunity for Penn State’s Tri-Service ROTC to appreciate those who sacrificed so much.  The event is kicked off with an hour long service that features a guest speaker.  This past year our guest speaker spoke of his friend who went missing over Laos during the Vietnam War. Recently his friend’s PSU class ring was found in Laos and this ring was presented to his family during the ceremony.  After the ceremony there is a 24-hour vigil similar to that of the guarding of The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in which different members of each ROTC march. 

Event: POW/MIA Run	

Overview: We ran in shifts with our guide on for 5 hours straight around campus. This was a great way to get our name out there on campus as well as supporting the military. We are going to do another run and get other organizations involved and make it a common thing. 

Event: Military Guest Speaker

Overview: A German Air Force Candidate that has been participating in Detachment 550’s Cadet Wing for this term came in to speak with Newkirk Squadron members about his experiences with the German Army and Air Force Candidate program. He discussed some differences between German and US military and answered any questions that members had for him. 

Event: Career Day 	

Overview: This career day focused on workshops on writing resumes, public speaking, and management. This squadron made it a mandatory event to attend at least one meeting and to my understanding, it was extremely informative and worthwhile. Most universities offer events such as these and I will be suggesting them to my area.

Event: Phoenix Disaster Training Day

Overview: Our squadron participated as victims in the Phoenix disaster training day for Red cross volunteers. This was beneficial for us because after we volunteered as injured people, we were taught many useful tips and buddy care information in case we are a part of a natural disaster. We even got publicity from three local radio stations!

Event: Firearms Familiarization

Overview: This event was held at a local shooting range. Our squadron was taught how to safely operate a variety of weapons, and even got to shoot several rounds on each. This is a great event because it was immediately followed up with a social event of one hour of shooting.

Event: Etiquette Dinner

Overview: Every semester before ARCON or NATCON our squadron host an etiquette dinner to refresh behavior, manners, and rules during a military banquette. This proves useful because it is done jointly with our SW chapter, acts as a morale booster, and we even have an inspection to make sure uniforms look good before the conclave.

Event: Veterans Hospital Visit	

Overview: The squadron visited a local veteran’s hospital and spoke with veterans. The cadets shared stories with the veterans and kept them company for the day. This was a great experience for all that participated.

HISTORY IN THE MAKING…  THE ARNIE LEGACY.
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