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Inside this issue: 

A Design Come True for Det 465 

By AAS C/Maj Kelly Schweitzer, Joyce-Johnson Squadron, University of Nebraska Lincoln 

LINCOLN, NE-  Arnold Air 

Society has hit the banks run-

ning! The Joyce-Johnson 

Squadron has come up with a 

fundraiser that might just turn 

into a yearly event.  All or-

ganizations are always looking 

for money to participate in fun 

events; in our case to help 

pay for NATCON and ARCON 

every year.  Well, we found a 

great place to start.  Making 

and selling Detachment 465 T

-shirts! 

    The idea started two years 

ago when we had a contest 

within Det 465’s Wing to see 

who could come up with the 

best T-shirt design.  Whoever 

won was going to be given the 

glory and pride to say that 

they designed Det 465’s t-

shirt for the year.  This theory 

didn’t work out as well as we 

wanted it too however, be-

cause only three designs were 

submitted and two of them 

were from Arnold Air Society 

members trying to stir up 

competition. 

    Then there was the ap-

proval of the shirts! This con-

cept even though it sounds 

easy, is difficult.  There are a 

lot more rules and regulations 

out there about Air Force and 

school logos than you realize.  

This process ended up taking 

about 7 months and by that 

time selling shirts to graduat-

ing seniors just wasn’t going 

to make the squadron a lot of 

money or any sense for that 

matter.  

   The next year however, 

right at the beginning of the 

semester, work on the T-

shirts was completed and 

word got out to the wing to 

get these shirts in place.  Not 

only did AAS sell them to ca-

dets and cadre within the de-

tachment, however it was 

spread out to the AFA, SW, 

and the Community .  It 

turned out to be a huge suc-

cess! 

   This money will not only 

help cadets pay for NATCON 

this upcoming Spring but also 

money that will go to making 

AAS-SW POW/MIA Ceremony 

and 24 hour Vigil that much 

better!  We just want to thank 

the Cadets and members of 

AFA and SW for supporting us 

and helping us make this year 

such a wonderful success!  

The Detachment 465 T-shirt that helped the squadron go to NAT-

CON!  



MILWAUKEE, WI- The 

Charles Scharf Squadron was 

honored to partake in an after-

noon of conversation and 

Bingo with the veteran’s at the 

VA hospital in Milwaukee, WI.  

Nine Arnold Air Society Mem-

bers brought along incentive 

Bingo prizes for the veterans 

as well as assisted in the ac-

tual game.  The candidates 

manned the prize table and 

passed out the rewards to the 

winning bingo participants, as 

well as assisted in reading off 

the winning bingo cards for 

verification.  It was a great 

opportunity to partake in one 

of the activities of the day and 

give back to those who have 

prior military service. 

    The veterans were very 

excited to have visitors, but 

the biggest excitement of the 

day was witnessing a marriage 

proposal of one of the veter-

ans.  A visiting guest passed a 

note along to one of the 

Charles Scharf members to 

hand off to the bingo caller.  

When the caller paused the 

game for announcement there 

was a bit of disappointment in 

the crowd, but when read 

aloud, “Mary was wondering if 

you wanted to get Married?” 

the veteran gladly accepted 

with a big kiss.  There was 

truly love in the air on this 

Valentine’s Day!  The Charles 

Scharf Squadron hopes to con-

tinue with visits to these veter-

ans.  It was a very rewarding 

day for all and was a great 

reminder of what being in Ar-

nold Air Society truly means. 
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ò...the biggest 

excitement of the 
day was 
witnessing a 

marriage proposal 
of one of the 

veterans.ó 

What is the Kitty Hawk Squadron doing this semester? 

Kitty Hawk Squadron, East Carolina University 

GREENVILLE, NC-  The Kitty 

Hawk Squadron has a lot in 

store for the new Spring 2010 

semester. With the new Arnold 

Air Commander, C/Butts, we 

have this squadron going in 

the right direction. He has em-

phasized the need and neces-

sity for us to remember that 

we are a SERVICE organiza-

tion. We will be involved in 

many service organizations 

each month including working 

with Habitat for Humanity, 

Boys and Girls Club, and also 

many local shelter and soup 

kitchens. We feel that Arnold 

Air helps make us better lead-

ers inside the Air Force, but to 

also remember to give back to 

the community, first and fore-

most. We will also be focusing 

on many projects on “Going 

Green” this upcoming semes-

ter to help the overall goal this 

year. We have also planned to 

come up with a service goal for 

our squadron; more specifi-

cally to go above and beyond 

just the bare minimum. 

    Our candidate process has 

already begun. We have had a 

few interest meetings and will 

begin the candidate process 

within the next week. C/Butts 

is also trying to reconcile rela-

tions with Silver Wings on 

campus. In the past, we have 

not been on the best terms, 

but we are trying to reconcile 

these differences this semester 

to get them on the right track 

for the future. We are also 

trying to get as many people 

involved in our Detachment. 

Arnold Air Society shows that 

one wants to be the best of 

the best, not by knowledge, 

but by the quality of life and 

service that this society exem-

plifies to the world. Our squad-

ron is specifically focusing on 

these goals this upcoming se-

mester. 



BOWLING GREEN, OH-  

When it comes to community 

service events at Bowling 

Green State University, the 

Mario A. Garuti Squadron 

decided to focus on the de-

mand for blood donations. 

After meeting with a Red 

Cross representative, Detach-

ment 620 took the project 

into action with a Faculty and 

Staff Only Blood Drive on 

Friday February 12, 2010. 

    The American Red Cross 

blood program was founded 

by Dr. Charles Drew in 1940. 

The blood that is donated 

supplies over 3,000 hospitals 

in the United States with all 

types of blood for their pa-

tients. Nearly eighty percent 

of the blood supplied to these 

hospitals come from mobile 

donation centers. This is es-

pecially important since blood 

cannot be manufactured; only 

donated. 

    This blood drive was de-

voted to allowing BGSU staff 

members to donate blood 

regardless of their busy 

schedule. Scheduled appoint-

ments were taken, and walk-

ins were welcome. The Mario 

A. Garuti Squadron assisted 

the Red Cross Association 

with the set up and tear down 

of the equipment, registered 

the faculty and staff, and 

acted as support to the blood 

donors.  

    This mission brought 

awareness to the dire need of 

blood, not only in our com-

munity but across America.  

The donations were ex-

tremely helpful and contrib-

uted to the 86,000 donations 

that are needed each day.  

    If you are looking to make 

a difference by saving lives, 

sponsor an American Red 

Cross blood drive at your 

detachment or school. Just 

one donation of your blood 

could potentially save the 

lives of three people in need. 

For more information, visit 

www.redcrossblood.org  

Saving Lives One Pint at a Time 

By AAS C/1Lt Koppenol , Mario A. Garuti Squadron, Bowling Green State University 
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Professional Development at Schaefer 
Jake Schaefer Squadron, University of Illinois 

CHAMPAIGN, IL-  As a part 

of our professional develop-

ment program at the Jake 

Schaefer Squadron we were 

invited by the local Police 

Training Institute to train in 

the use of the Beretta 92, the 

civilian version of the military 

M9.  The PTIs graciously volun-

teered to train us in the han-

dling and firing of the Beretta 

for no cost, we would only 

need to pay for the ammo we 

use in the firing range.  For our 

first meeting, we were taught 

the methods and procedures 

for safely handling a firearm.     

    We learned how to load a 

magazine, ready a weapon to 

fire, and then ensure the 

weapon was empty and safe 

when we were finished.  We 

were also taught the proper 

way to stand and how to hold 

our weapon when are ready to 

shoot.  We all had a good time 

and are anxiously awaiting our 

next meeting when we get to 

take our lessons to the firing 

range itself. 

C/2Lt.Hughes, Det. 620, supports 

recurring donor and former Air Force 
pilot Nate Backbrader.  

òFor our first 

meeting, we were 
taught the 
methods and 

procedures for 
safely handling a 

firearm.ó 

http://www.redcrossblood.org
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ò...his action made 

me realize that I 
am proud to be an 
American.ó 

FORT COLLINS, CO-  

At Detachment 090, two of the 

MGD Squadron’s Actives are 

heading up a fundraiser called 

Project Red Shirt. Cadet Jamie 

Warfield and Cadet Mary Git-

tings are starting a fundraiser 

to raise support and awareness 

for our troops. They have cre-

ated and are selling red t-

shirts with the logo “Red Shirt 

Project” on the Front and the 

logo “Give Back” on the back 

of the shirt. The shirts are to 

be sold in the Detachment as 

well as on campus to raise 

awareness and support for our 

troops.   All the proceeds will 

be donated to a scholarship 

fund for children of fallen sol-

diers.  The squadron is pushing 

participants to wear their shirts 

every Friday to remind the 

community to support our 

troops and their efforts to keep 

us safe and free. 

———— 

"Last week, while traveling to 

Chicago on business, I noticed 

a Marine sergeant traveling 

with a folded flag, but did not 

put two and two together..  

 

    After we boarded our flight, 

I turned to the sergeant, who'd 

been invited to sit in First Class 

(across from me), and inquired 

if he was heading home. 

 

'No', he responded. 

'Heading out?' I asked. 

 

'No. I'm escorting a soldier 

home.' 

 

Going to pick him up? 

 

'No. He is with me right now. 

He was killed in Iraq , I'm tak-

ing him home to his family. ' 

 

The realization of what he had 

been asked to do hit me like a 

punch to the gut. It was an 

honor for him. He told me that, 

although he didn't know the 

soldier, he had delivered the 

news of his passing to the sol-

dier's family and felt as if he 

knew them after many conver-

sations in so few days.  

 

I turned back to him, extended 

my hand, and said, 'Thank 

you. Thank you for doing what 

you do so my family and I can 

do what we do.' 

 

Upon landing in Chicago the 

pilot stopped short of the gate 

and made the following an-

nouncement over the intercom.  

 

'Ladies and gentlemen, I would 

like to note that we have had 

the honor of having Sergeant 

Steeley of the United States 

Marine Corps join us on this 

flight. He is escorting a fallen 

comrade back home to his 

family. I ask that you please 

remain in your seats when we 

open the forward door to allow 

Sergeant Steeley to deplane 

and receive his fellow soldier. 

We will then turn off the seat 

belt sign.' 

 

Without a sound, all went as 

requested. I noticed the ser-

geant saluting the casket as it 

was brought off the plane, and 

his action made me realize that 

I am proud to be an American.. 

" 

 

So here's a public Thank You 

to our military Men and 

Women for what you do so we 

can live the way we do. 

 

Red Fridays. 

————- 

    Very soon, you will see a 

great many people wearing 

Red every Friday. 

The reason? Americans who 

support our troops used to be 

called the "silent majority." We 

are no longer silent, and are 

voicing our love for our country 

and home in record breaking 

numbers. We are not organ-

ized, boisterous or overbear-

ing.  

 

    Many Americans, like you, 

me and all our friends, simply 

want to recognize that the vast 

majority of America supports 

our troops. Our idea of show-

ing solidarity and support for 

our troops with dignity and 

respect starts this Friday -- 

and continues each and every 

Friday until the troops all come 

home, sending a deafening 

message that every red-

blooded American who sup-

ports our men and women a 

far, will wear something red.  

 

    By word of mouth, press, TV 

-- let's make the United States 

on every Friday a sea of red, 

much like a homecoming foot-

ball game in the bleachers. If 

every one of us who loves this 

country will share this with 

acquaintances, coworkers, 

friends, and family, it will not 

be long before the USA is cov-

ered in RED and it will let our 

troops know the once "silent" 

majority is on their side more 

than ever, certainly more than 

the media lets on. 

 

    The first thing a soldier says 

when asked "What can we do 

to make things better for you?" 

is.. "We need your support and 

your prayers." Let's get the 

word out and lead with class 

and dignity, by example, and 

wear something red every Fri-

day. 

 

Project Red Shirt 
By AAS C/1Lt Greg Bell, Capt Michael Giles Danielson Squadron, Colorado State 

Cadet Gittings (left) and Cadet Warfield 

(right) of the MGD Squadron. 
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Community Service at Robin Olds 
By AAS C/1Lt Mariana P. Mancebo , Robin Olds Squadron, Cal Stateð Fresno 

FRESNO, CA-  On February 6, 

2010, both the Robin Olds 

Squadron and Chapter went to 

Kirk Elementary to help with 

their youth sports camp. This 

event is held every Saturday 

from 9am until 11am. Kids 

from the neighborhood come 

and take part in a variety of 

activities, such as football, 

basketball, dodge ball, soccer, 

jump rope, coloring and read-

ing. This program was started 

by Artie Padilla and has fifteen 

elementary schools involved. 

In the future, we hope that the 

number of volunteers increases 

so that we may be able to go 

to the other fourteen schools 

and make a difference. This 

project has produced approxi-

mately 70 service hours to-

ward our semester goal of 300.  

Silvers Wing active, C/Yang playing football with local 

AAS and Silver Wings actives coloring with local kids. 

òThe best way to find your-
self is to lose yourself in the 
service of others.ó 

 ð Mahatma Gandhi 

All Across Area VI 
Photos submitted by AAS C/Maj Chad Martel, Area VI Director of Public Affairs 

Candidate Cousineau and Candidate Molnar 
show some intensity during motivational PT. 

2nd Lt. Kevin G. Bryan Squadron. Kent State University, Detachment 630 

The newest members of AAS, inducted 16 Janu-
ary into the Ivan C. Kincheloe, Jr. Squadron 

Candidates of John P. Robbins Squadron 
standing at attention while receiving a lesson 

on accountability from the actives during a 
call-up.  

Actives from the Robert J. Meder Squadron at a Habitat 
for Humanity community service event (left) and a photo 

from their POW/MIA Vigil (right). 
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Arnold Air Society National Headquarters 

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 

3700 Willow Creek Road 

Prescott, AZ 86301 

www.arnold-air.org 

ñThe warrior who cultivates his 

mind polishes his arms.ò 
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