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The 

Spring 2010  

Arnold Air Letter 

Hello Arnie Nation!  
 

  Welcome to the 61st edition, second issue of the Arnold Air Letter!   
This magazine is a direct representation of the hard work we Arnies 
put in throughout each year.  In here, you will find the projects and 

events this great societyôs squadrons perform. 
 
  The Arnold Air Letter is a fantastic resource for all Arnies, eager 

initiates and resilient actives, to observe the different kinds of pro-
jects going on around the nation.  Take advantage of this great op-
portunity! 

 
  Whether reading for fun or reading to find ideas, I hope you enjoy 
this edition of the Arnold Air Letter. 

 
  - AAS C/Lt Col Brad McElvain 
    National Director of Public Affairs 
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The Arnold Air Letter is the official publication of Arnold Air Society.  The views and opinions 
expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the United States Air Force, Air 

Force Reserve Officer Training Corps, or the Air Force Academy; they are the opinions of the 
writers.  Comments regarding the articles can be directed to the National Director of Public Affairs 

at public-affairs@arnold-air.org 

Special Thanks to Our Printer:  

 
Jackie Kotas 
Premedia CSR 

Vertis Communications 
2225 Kenmore Ave. 
Suite 114 

Buffalo, NY 14207 
716-796-6232 
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A Letter from the Air Force Chief of Staff  
By General Norton A. Schwartz  

Chief of Staff, United States Air Force  

To the cadets of the Arnold Air Society: 
 
Our Nationôs history is rich with patriotic individuals who, when called to 
duty, answered unhesitatingly and courageously.  I commend each of you 
for joining this proud tradition of service, especially during a time of armed 
conflict and enormousðand growingðstrategic complexity. 
 
The future of our all-volunteer force depends on bright, energetic, innova-
tive, and generous citizens like you.  As cadets in the Air Force Reserve 
Officer Training Corps and at the Air Force Academy, you have dedicated 
yourself, while managing the many rigors of undergraduate life, to an ex-
perience that will pay handsome rewards.  I thank you for your commit-
ment as you prepare to lead our courageous and talented Airmen, and 
endeavor to earn the title of ñSecond Lieutenant, United States Air Force.ò 
Moreover, your active participation in Arnold Air Society encourages an 
enduring spirit of community service, and bolsters a steady commitment to 
lifelong learning.  The AAS motto very aptly captures the spirit and intent 
of professional development: ñThe warrior who cultivates his mind pol-
ishes his arms.ò  This axiom will remain as relevant in your active duty ex-

perience as it is for you now as a cadet, and dedicating yourself to this rigorous self-assessment and self-
improvementðand to our Core Values of Integrity, Service, and Excellenceðwill be vital to your future as you 
earn your commission.   

 
Certainly, you will have your work cut out for you.  Technological, political, societal, and other develop-

ments will catalyze steady evolution in our strategic environment.  New adversaries and non-state actors will 
likely reveal themselves to challenge our Nation and our interests.  And, we will continue to be faced with 
growing uncertainty on any number of fronts: on emerging threats, on the evolving methods of warfare, and 
on the very nature of conflict itself.  Currently, we are operating in an irregular environment, with myriad insur-
gent actors and non-state entities that employ a vast array of warfighting modes.  But, while we are focused 
on winning todayôs fight, we must also prepareðand indeed, we are preparingðto fulfill tomorrowôs require-
ments across the full spectrum of conflict.   

 
As you each embark on Air Force careers, your talent, creativity, and critical reasoning will all be essen-

tial.  Continue to immerse yourself in airpower theory and doctrine.  Be serious scholars of our rich history.  
Embrace our proud heritage.  And, know our ñfamily business.ò  Our Airmen perform magnificently, from 
maintaining aircraft to operating remotely-piloted vehicles to launching satellites; from nuclear deterrence to 
intelligence exploitation to medical support; from explosive ordnance disposal to convoy security and so much 
more.  Their efforts are phenomenal, and their accomplishments are numerousðsome large, some small, but 
all worthy of honor, admiration, and emulation.  Whatever our Joint teammates require, Airmen will do every-
thing possible to provide our enduring capabilities, and to prevail in conflict.  Air Force contributions will con-
tinue to be in very high demand, and our Airmen will look to you for guidance and direction.  So, prepare your-
self to lead full time. 

 
As Airmen, we are the stewards of a vibrant history that began with a bold vision, and which took flight 

above the sands of Kitty Hawk in 1903.  Our air-mindedness, our Core Values, and our drive for innovation 
sharpen our vision to be even more effective as a global air, space, and cyber force.  Whether our contribu-
tion is in an insurgent warfare setting such as in Afghanistan or Iraq; in providing some measure of relief in 
humanitarian disaster zones, like in Haiti or Chile; or in dissuading and deterring potential adversaries any 

Gen Norton A. Schwartz, CSAF 
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where in the world, the Air Force is a vital component of our collective national strength, providing Global Vigi-
lance, Reach, and Power for America.  It is a distinctive role that the United States Air Force will fulfill for gen-
erations to comeðcertainly for the duration of your Air Force tenures. 

 
I applaud and thank you for your decision to serve and protect our country.  You will help to ensure her 

promise and strengthen our abiding belief, as a Nation, in virtually boundless opportunities and possibilities.  I 
wish you the very best in your current academic pursuits and in your future Air Force career. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
NORTON A. SCHWARTZ 
General, USAF 
Chief of Staff 

Above:  Arnold Air Society National Staff posing for a pic-
ture with Gen Schwartz (CSAF) and the Honorable Michael 

B. Donley (Secretary of the Air Force). 
Left:  Gen Schwartz at the Air Force Memorial during the 

Executive Board Conference in September. 


